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Too much Iodine (Maarten) 
Last Spring poor passive immune transfer was diagnosed in several Scottish flocks. In one flock with high value pedigree, 
embryo transfer lambs, colostrum quality was monitored and given by bottle if required. Despite this lambs were dying. 
Blood samples of these lambs confirmed low immunoglobuline levels indicating failure of maternal colostral antibody 
transfer. Mineral deficiencies had been flagged up previously in this flock and the ewes were fed a diet high in selenium 
and iodine. High supplemental iodine can cause a reduction in colostrum absorption by lambs and diets for pregnant 
ewes should contain no more than 9.9 mg I/kg Dry Matter. In practice, this level could be exceeded if ewes have access 
to more than one mineral source. In another flock ewes had access to high energy licks containing 100 mg/kg of calcium 
iodate, which is approximately 65 per cent iodine. Estimated daily iodine intake from the mineral lick was approximately 
4 mg per ewe, but it is known that intakes can be very variable between ewes. A mineralised compound feed was also 
being fed. All this combined caused very significant lamb losses. 

 

Happy new year! If we can have your predictions on a post 

card of what might happen this year that might be 

interesting... Don’t think many would have been right for 

predicting events of last year! 

Winter is a good time to look at parasite control and review 

health plans for the year going forward. “Safe grazing” 

available for lambs and ewes (and Autumn born calves) 

should be planned and utilised in a strategic manner to 

reduce reliance on anthelmintics to control internal 

parasites. This includes last years pasture grazed by cattle or 

sheep, reseeded pastures or silage or hay aftermaths 

later in the year.  

It is worth a note that there is a high risk for liver fluke 

following a high level of disease last year leading to 

pasture contamination of eggs. Chronic fluke is detected 

this time of year in both cattle and sheep so please have 

it on your differentials if there is any chronic weight loss 

in your stock and a liver fluke protocol has not been 

implemented. (www.nadis.org.uk)               

Claire 

Cubicle training (Claire) 
When a dairy cow lays down in the passage way, it can indicate that  
the cubicle is not comfortable for lying 
-For a cow to choose the cubicle as her lying area, the cubicle must 
be significantly more comfortable than the walking area 
- Animals used to straw or other systems must learn to move cor-
rectly in the “new system”  
-Climate effects: not  a problem this time of year but with a relative 
humidity above 70 % or more than 24° C the animals suffer from 
heat stress and seek the coolest places in the cubicle house (e.g. 
open doors) 
Basic solutions include sufficient space for pain free laying down / 
getting up and for natural lying positions  
e.g. flexible neck rail for animals of different sizes or comfortable 
brisket board, allowing for natural lying position with foreleg 
stretched out and a lying position can easily be changed; a soft and 
dry lying area and a cubicle to cow ratio of 1:1, i.e. no overstocking!  

Schmallenberg virus (Sarah) 
 
The APHA put out a statement to confirm that on 21st December 2016 Schmallenberg virus was confirmed as the cause of 
abortion on four different holdings in the South West of England in aborted foetuses presenting with deformities. Since 
January 2016 there have been 24 investigations in sheep with these four being the first positive cases, following on from 
the first positive case reported in a calf in Devon last month. Schmallenberg virus causes mild clinical signs in adult rumi-
nants, ranging from fever, diarrhoea and milk drop. Infection of pregnant cattle, sheep and goats can cause transplacental 
transmission, to abortions, stillbirths and congenital malformations in newborns. So something for us all to bear in mind if 
we feel ‘odd things’ over the coming lambing and calving period, better to get help sooner rather than later. The lack of 
regional veterinary laboratories has also meant that it is increasingly important for on farm surveillance of important dis-
eases. Post mortems of suspected important or notifiable diseases are usually subsidised, so it is always worth giving us a 
call to discuss any unusual findings, and if necessary arrange to take samples. There is currently no vaccine available for 
SBV, the NSA have said they are in talks with the vaccine manufacturers to try to ensure vaccine is available next year.  

Cubicle training early—in calf heifers introduced to 
comfortable cubicles just days before. 
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Cow facts (Claire) 

 - cows do not bite grass, they curl their tongues around it. 
- When scientists mapped out the bovine genome in 2009, 
they discovered that cattle have about 22,000 genes; 80 per-
cent of their genes are shared with humans. 
- Researchers have found that if you name a cow and treat 
her as an individual, she will produce almost 500 more pints 
of milk a year. 

NOTICE BOARD 

Dairy Youngstock Nutrition (Megan) 

With the current low milk price it is more important than ever to keep the cost of rearing your heifers as low as possible. Re-
placements account for around 20% of farm expenses and the target for rearing a heifer replacement should be 2ppl. A really 
useful thing to do is to add up calf mortalities to identify where you are losing animals and to calculate what % of your services 
survive to join the adult herd. Calving at 24months leads to more entire lifetime milk/ day of life, lower heifer rearing costs, 
less youngstock on the farm and easier calving. In 2015 70% of farms had payback on their investment in the second lactation. 
Therefore it is very important not to cull primiparous heifers. The UK average is 19% primi-parous cull rate. The target should 
be <10%. Reducing your age at first calving from 28 to 24 months may reduce the number of heifers on farm by 15%. That is 9 
heifers in a 200 cow herd, that’s one pen freed up.  
Post-weaning 
Aim to start serving at 13months and not at their first heat. Age at puberty is related to body weight and they should be 50% 
of their mature cow weight at 12months. This will be different on different farms and you should be aiming for 0.8kg of growth 
per day. Weigh scales are a really good investment for a farm. Second hand they cost about £500. Weigh bands are accurate 
up to about 100kg but heavier than this they are less reliable. The use of weigh bands at weaning can be troublesome as ani-
mals tend to carry weight differently at this time in an unpredictable way so scales are far more accurate. Higher body weight 
at calving has a positive effect on subsequent milk production. Holstein heifers can be pushed be grow faster at an earlier age 
however animals of lower genetic merit should not be pushed too hard as this can have negative effects on udder health and 
lifetime yield.  
Calves are scared of anything new so the weaning process should be gradual taking in total about 1 month so that growth 

checks are minimised. Straw is a great forage to introduce to animals when still on milk so that intakes are good in the weaning 

and post-weaning stage. Many farms notice a growth check in their heifers once turned out to pasture. Current advice is that 

you will need to provide concentrates to animals on pasture however, it is possible to rear on grass but you will need to know 

the genetics of your lays. This year’s silages are high in fibre so the DMI will be less so you will need to increase your fed con-

centrates to compensate for this.  
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Abortion in Sheep (Claire) 

There are various different causes of abortion in sheep, but by far the two most common are Enzootic Abortion and Toxoplas-
mosis.                         
Enzootic abortion  is caused by Chlamydia abortus. It causes abortion in late pregnancy and the birth of weak lambs. The or-
ganism is shed in abortion products and in vaginal secretions for several weeks after lambing/aborting. Other ewes are then 
infected by contact with this material. The organism cannot invade the placenta before day 60-90 of pregnancy, thus newly 
infected ewes often carry the dormant infection until next lambing period. Infected ewes cannot be detected.  Prevention: 
Any ewes which abort should be isolated, and abortion material and contaminated bedding should be removed as quickly as 
possible to reduce spread of infection in the flock. Vaccination reduces shedding in flocks which are already infected. If a pro-
longed lambing period is expected then treatment of the later lambing ewes with long-acting oxytetracycline from day 90 of 
pregnancy can be used to reduce the severity the outbreak.                      
Toxoplasmosis is caused by Toxoplasma gondii, a parasite which reproduces in the intestine of cats. Sheep are infected 
when they ingest T.gondii oocysts (eggs) shed in the faeces of cats. If infection takes place early in pregnancy early embryonic 
loss occurs, this may only be seen as a high barren rate at scanning time. If infected in mid-late pregnancy, ewes may abort, or 
give birth to small weak lambs. Aborted foetuses are often mummified. Prevention: T.gondii oocysts are mainly shed by 
kittens, late pregnant and lactating cats or old or sick cats. As cats wander large distances excluding them from the farm is 
virtually impossible but a stable population of healthy, neutered adult cats pose the lowest risk of shedding and will help keep 
other cats away. Hard feed and hay should be stored in such a way as to minimise cat access. Hay or straw contaminated with 
cat faeces (often the top bales from the stack) should not be fed to pregnant sheep. Ideally mains water should be used as 
stream water may contain oocysts. The most practicable control method is vaccination.            
  There are various other possible causes of abortion,. Abortion rates > 2% indicate a problem:  so contact us and we 
can investigate the problem further. Analysis of freshly aborted foetuses and placenta is often the best place to start – so 
don’t get rid of them!    (www.sheepvet.net).  


