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Targeted Treatments (Maarten) 
 
Anthelmintic resistance in sheep is becoming increasingly a bigger issue both nationwide and locally. In an industry 
where margins are more and more squeezed it is essential that inefficiencies and rearing costs are kept to a mini-
mum.  A study conducted in 2013 has demonstrated that targeted timing of anthelmintic treatments can be successfully 
applied without suffering production losses. When compared to monthly whole-flock treatment, drenching lambs at 
weaning and then again six weeks later resulted in identical growth rates and higher levels of efficacy preservation of 

the wormer product. In the study ivermectin was used 
and its efficacy after 5 years was reduced to approxi-
mately 62% in the monthly approach, versus 86% in the 
targeted treatment approach. Another study in milking 
sheep, showed that targeted treatment during high risk 
periods boosted milk yields by between 4 and 44% com-
pared to untreated animals.  

We still hear of clients worming both ewes and lambs 
every few weeks. Please contact one of us to arrange a 
review of your flock health plan as it is a good oppor-
tunity to refresh your memory on the ins and outs of 
sustainable worm control. 

Its hard to believe that another year has flown past and 
there is a festive garland on this month’s newsletter! 
It has been a busy month at thepractice; our seasonal 
breeders are in the full swing of service so routine fertility 
visits are full steam ahead again, beefies have been 
catching up with the jobs that can’t be done over the 
summer such as castatres and dehorns, TB testing has 
been far too plentiful, and Maarten has been having his 
wicked way with bulls across the counties! 
Personally, I am about to be moved into the transtition 
yard, but be sure my intakes are staying high and I am 
being given plenty of space in the kitchen to get to the 

biscuit barrel. Now lets 
hope my body condition 
score doesn’t increase 
too much and I have an 
easy calving :/ ! 
We are pleased to announce 
that Amy will be joining the 
team in 2015. Please see her 
introduction overleaf. Merry 
Christmas and Happy new 
year to one and all!     
Claire 

Health Planning (Maarten) 
 
Nearly all our clients have a health plan in place set up by one of the veterinary team. While some take a proactive ap-
proach, others have decided to leave it in a drawer or have even forgotten about it. A study carried out in The Nether-
lands looked at the economics and farm performances of dairy farms that took a proactive approach with veterinary herd 
health planning. These were compared with figures of farms that did not actively participate in veterinary herd health 
planning. The study showed that those farms adopting a proactive ap-
proach achieved a significant higher milk production. Taking into account 
various costs it showed that the benefit was 4.2 euros per euro spent for 
the cost of the health planning programme which makes it cost efficient 
and very attractive. 

Although this study was carried out in Holland with Dutch dairy farms, I 
cannot think of reasons why the same wouldn’t apply over here or would-
n’t apply to beef and sheep enterprises. Proactive health planning identi-
fies and tackles production inefficiencies and health issues resulting in im-
proved productivity and profitability. 
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Introducing Amy Avery—Joining the team in 2015 

Amy graduated from the University of Bristol in 2006 and 
immediately specialised in farm animals. She worked in Salis-
bury for 3 years, close to where she grew up, in a practice 
that dealt with a mixture of beef, sheep and dairy farms. 
 
In 2009 she travelled through Asia ending up in New Zealand 
where she has lived and worked as a dairy veterinarian for 
the past 5 years. Amy has been working in Canterbury, one 
of the fastest growing areas for dairy farming in the country. 
The majority run seasonal, grass based systems, with an av-
erage herd size of around 800 cows. Amy has been involved 
in all aspects of animal health planning on these farms, but is 
particularly interested in reproduction. 
 
Amy is returning home with her husband and 2 young children to be closer to family. She is ex-
cited to be working back in the UK and hopes to apply some of her knowledge and skills gained 
overseas in farm animal practice here. 

NOTICE BOARD 

The SCOPS List of 10 Things You Should Know for Sustainable Parasite Control (Sally)    

1. Effective anthelmintics (wormers) are essential for worm control in UK sheep flocks. Currently there are 5 chemical groups 
of anthelmintics. Resistance to the 1-BZ (white) group is now widespread and resistance to the 2-LV and 3-ML groups is in-
creasing year on year. Resistance to the 4–AD group has been reported in the Netherlands in October this year.  If we want to 
continue farming sheep, we must act quickly to preserve the activity of our anthelmintics. 

2. All too frequently wormers are not used effectively. They are either given incorrectly or at too low a dose rate, because it is 
easy to underestimate the weight of sheep if guessing by eye. This under-dosing speeds up the development of resistance and 
wastes time and money. 

3. Resistance to anthelmintics can be brought in with purchased sheep. The correct quarantine treatments are essential for all 
in-coming sheep to remove resistant worms. 

4. Mature sheep that are fit and healthy have immunity to most worms which means that the times when adult sheep need to 
be wormed are very limited. 

5. You can check if you have resistance on your farm simply and cheaply by taking dung samples for Faecal Egg Counts (FEC) 
pre and post drenching. 

6. Most farmers who use FECs to monitor worm burdens use less anthelmintic without any loss in flock performance. In many 
cases lambs actually do better because they are treated at the right time. 

7. If you know which internal parasites you have on the farm, you can target them more effectively and with the most appro-
priate product. This significantly reduces the chances of developing resistance on your farm. 

8. Drenching sheep and then putting them straight on to clean pasture increases the risk of anthelmintic resistance developing 
on your farm. Delaying the move or leaving some sheep untreated will reduce this risk. 

9. Rams are being bred that have a greater resistance to worms. This trait is passed on to their progeny, reducing dependence 
on anthelmintics in the future. 

10. It's not too late. We can slow down the progress of resistance and protect the future of the sheep industry — but action is 
needed now. Once resistance is present there is no going back. 
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