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Mycoplasma wenyonii (Sarah) 

Mycoplasma wenyonii is part of a group of bacterial parasites that associate themselves with red blood cell membranes. 

The clinical symptoms exhibited in cows (M.wenyonii is host specific, so will not be found in other species) are fairly 

unique to infection with this organism and include: 

·         Swollen hindlimbs – often up to the hock, but often without any sign of lameness 

·         Udder oedema – red and swollen udders, with no signs of mastitis, but often discomfort when applying clusters at 

milking 

·         High temperature – of over 40 degrees in the early stages, which may result in a milk drop and a decrease in feed 

intake 

·         Malaise – cows often appear depressed and slow to get going 

The transmission of infection is thought to be via blood or other secretions and normally coincides with the peak fly sea-

son (Summer-early Autumn), although there is no proof that flies are the cause. Outbreaks in the UK have only been 

reported in adult cows, however if anyone has had experience in younger animals it would be interesting to hear. In 

order to definitively diagnose Mycoplasma infection, blood smears must be prepared on farm and sent away for labora-

tory analysis. Treatment of infection can be difficult, however in most instances, managing the clinical signs is effective 

because infection runs its course within 10 days. There is little evidence to suggest any efficacy in targeted antibiotic 

treatment. The use of Non-Steroidal Anti-Inflammatory drugs appear to have been effective in my experience, as well as 

stringent fly control and use of a new, sterile needle for each individual animal treatment. 

consumed a similar tub the day before. An intake of 3-4kg of grain is excessive, particularly for dry cows and freshly 
calved animals that have a reduced dry matter intake of only about 12kg or so. 
A sudden unaccustomed consumption of large amount of concentrate or grain induces a severe drop of the rumen pH 
causing ruminal acidosis. Symptoms start with colic and restlessness. After this, animals become weak or are unable to 
get up anymore. Profuse watery scour is often seen a day later. Death is not unusual in severe cases and even animals 
that have appear to have recovered could suffer from liver abscesses later on which could result in body condition and 
production loss. 

Welcome to 2015! Here’s hoping for an increase in prices 
for all sectors compared to the latter part of 2014. We are 
now in the heart of the busy fertility work with all of our 
autumn/winter breeding herds busy with AI. The best sum-
mary I can come up with for fertility is variable! This is a 
shame given the generally very good crops of maize that 
are being fed with reasonable starch levels which should 
support good fertility. A client was asking me the other day 
about how many LDAs we do as a practice and it got me 
thinking. I haven’t done a DA for several months and as a 
practice we do considerably fewer than we did 5 years ago. 
I think this is because there has rightly been a lot of focus 
on transition cows and many of our clients have shared 
some good practice in terms of maximising intakes in tran-

sition as well as preventing the over-feeding of energy to 
dry cows. I hope this continues as compared to a lot of 
other practices we do many fewer DA’s per 100 cows. 
Hopefully some dry, cold weather will come in the New 
Year but remember that young 
calves will need some help to stay 
warm to promote maximum growth 
rates and prevent disease. Milk is so 
easily digested that it doesn’t help 
generate much heat so until they 
are ruminating they need some 
warmth. Get those jackets on! 
Cheers 
Ben 

Abortion in sheep part I (Sally) 

The incidence of abortion in ‘normal’ flocks is usually quite low e.g.1-2%. The 2 main causes of abortion in sheep in the 
UK are Enzootic Abortion and Toxoplasmosis.  Other causes include, Campylobacter and Salmonella.  You should also 
remember that a number of abortions occur due to physiological reasons. 
Enzootic Abortion: Highly infectious abortion, 99% infection occurs at lambing time.  Ewes pick up infection and will 
abort the next lambing season.  Infection can last up to 6 weeks in the environment.  Clinical signs - Abortion usually in 
the last 2 - 3 weeks, premature and weak live lambs with no evidence of the ewes 
being ill. Treatment - Isolate ewes until discharge has gone (3wks approx). Treat in 
contact ewes with Oxytetracycline which may help reduce losses.  Control - Protect 
ewes by vaccination, Buy in sheep form accredited flocks.  Do not foster replace-
ment ewe lambs onto aborted ewes. Keep ewes that have aborted since they will be 
immune. 
Next month I will cover the other three infectious causes mentioned above. 
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Maternity leave (Ben) 

As many of you know Claire has now left us to start her maternity 
leave. We will miss her fantastic contribution to the team over the 
coming months and we all wish her the best for the safe arrival of her 
baby boy in January. In February, we look forward to Amy joining the 
team and then hopefully we will see Claire back in the practice later in 
2015. We have put in place cover for all of Claire’s regular clients but if 
anyone has any queries then please contact one of us. We will of 
course update you in due course with any baby news!  

NOTICE BOARD 

Light levels in dairy cow sheds (Tom Chamberlain, EBVC)    

Several groups in the UK and Europe are promoting the importance of light levels in dairy cow housing. This is based on results 
from 10 different trials that showed a 2.0 to 2.5 liter/day in-
crease in milk yields. The aim is to provide over 150 lux of light 
across the entire milkers shed for 16 hours a day and then to 
have less than 50 lux for the remaining 8 hour ‘night’. I have 
been measuring light levels and calculating the effective ‘day’ 
length in some clients cow sheds in recent months. Some of 
them do not even come out of ‘darkness’ (over 50 lux) on dull 
winter days! 150 lux is a very high light level  - better than 
many farm offices - and is a challenge to achieve. However 
with ongoing developments in LED lighting it is becoming cost 
effective.  
If you have good light levels in your cow sheds and would like 
to check the amounts of light and ‘day’ length please contact 
the practice. I will have some data loggers available in January 
and February and am looking to assess more farms as part of 
my research. 
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Beef suckler replacements (Maarten) 
 

EBLEX analysis of BCMS data shows that the age of first calving has remained around the 34 month mark for many years, de-
spite research showing that calving heifers at 2 years old produces more calves, compared to heifers that calve for the first 
time at 3 years old. There is also evidence to suggest that longevity in the herd is related to age at first calving. Therefore, 
calving later than 2 years of age potentially results in a loss of productivity, as those females are likely to have fewer calves in 
their lifetime. It also means more replacements are needed on the farm in any one year, using up resources that could other-
wise be used by productive cows. 
Onset of puberty and successful conception are closely linked to weight rather than age, so ideally we should be weighing 
heifers at weaning and selecting those capable of reaching 60% of mature weight for service at 15 months of age. These ani-
mals will calve at 24 months of age weighing 85% of mature cow weight. For example, if a mature cow weighs 650kg, then 
the target weight for first service at 15 months of age would be 390kg. This requires an average liveweight gain from birth to 
service of around 0.9 kg per day. In addition, it is important that heifers have grown sufficient frame and have sufficient body 
condition (2.5-3) at breeding time. Keeping starch levels in the diet to a minimum in growing animals helps to give a bigger 

frame rather than a fat covering. Keeping heifers on a fattening diet also has a negative ef-
fect on the animal’s ability to produce milk later on in life as fat is deposited in the mam-
mary gland. 
Following on from this, studies show that earlier-born heifers are likely to calve earlier 
themselves. US research shows heifers calving in weeks one to three of the calving period 
will calve earlier as cows and stay in the herd a year longer than heifers calving later. Select-
ing more replacements than required and putting them all to the bull or AI means a final 
selection can be based on how quickly heifers get in calf, with those that take longest being 
sold or finished. By allowing the bull to run with the heifers for only six weeks and then 
breeding just from those heifers that are in calf, one selects only those that have proven 
themselves to be most fertile. 
Finally, the use of an easy calving bull is essential for heifer’s welfare and their future fertil-
ity. The use of synchronised breeding with AI allows the use of better genetics of proven 
easy calving sires compared to natural mating. This also gives the option to keep a stock bull 
for longer as he won’t be mating his own daughters. 


